
The deadline for items to be included in the December  2009 edition of Spotlight is 

Sunday 6 th  December  2009.  

Macmillan Coffee Morning   
  
Linda , Liz and Carol wish to thank 

everyone for all the support given to them 

at the coffee morning and for the donation 

of cakes and biscuits.   Thank you to Iris, 

Doris and Hilary for the £150 taken for 

the  cards  making the total for the coffee 

morning with al l your donations  £505.50 . 
 

 

BBC WM Children's Kidney Appeal  
  
This Appeal has achieved its target and will be 

closed at the end of September, having at the 

last count received jewellery  and donations in 

excess of £1.3m. (and still counting).    
  
Very many th anks to all who contributed 

towards this very worthwhile cause.   You 

will have contributed to improving the 

lives of many children over  future 

years.     
  
Thanks again, Mick Osborne.  
 

The Poem  
 

I knelt to pray but not for long, I 

had too much to do.  

I had to hurry and get to work  

For bills would soon be due.  

So I knelt and said a hurried 

prayer,  

And jumped up off my  knees.  

My Christian duty was now done  

My soul could rest at ease.....  

All day long I had no time  

To spread a word of cheer  

No time to speak of Christ to 

friends,  

They'd laugh at me I'd fear.  

No time, no time, too much to 

do,  

That was my constant cry,  

No t ime to give to souls in need  

But at last the time, the time to 

die.  

I went before the Lord,  

I came, I stood with downcast 

eyes.  

For in his hands God! held a 

book;  

It was the book of life.  

God looked into his book and said  

"Your name I cannot find  

I once wa s going to write it 

down...  

But never found the time"  

 



SAFCO  

 

SAFCO started the church year with Harvest celebrations. Church family Sunday lunch was shared following 

the morning parade service on September 13 th ; a 3 -course meal of  hors dôouvres, roast lamb and a 

selection of sweets was prepared and shared following a ñsungò grace, Come ye thankful people, come; I 

have to say that whoever led the singing of the grace started it at rather a high -pitch!  

 

SAFCOôs regular Wednesday evening events continued the harvest theme, and a meal of Bangers and Mash, 

with baked beans or peas and gravy was enjoyed by all. Again the evening opened with a high -pitched 

singing of Come ye thankful people, come! Entertainment for the evening was Hoy! and  Bingo; from what I 

could hear from the kitchen as I washed up a seemingly never ending pile of pots, pans, plates and cutlery, 

I think some people need a lesson in recognising playing card suits.  

 

 
 

SAFCOôs next events are on Wednesday 21st  October, where we will be entertained by a ladies choir from 

our neighbours in the Halesowen circuit. On November 18 th , a Black Country Poet will be entertaining us, it 

promises to be a right l off!  
 

 
The new telephone 'scam' has arrived  (This one isnôt a hoax) 

 

I received a ca ll from a 'representative' of BT, informing me that he was disconnecting me because of an 

unpaid bill. He demanded payment immediately of £31.00, or it would be £118.00  to re - connect at a later 

date.  

The guy wasn't even fazed when I told him I was with Vi rgin Media, allegedly VM have to pay BT a 

percentage for line rental!  

I asked the guy's name -  the very 'English' John Peacock with a very 'African' accent -  & phone number -  

0800 0800 152.  

Obviously the fella realized I wasn't believing his story, so offe red to demonstrate that he was from BT. I 

asked how & he told me to hang up & try phoning someone -  he would disconnect my phone to prevent this.  

AND HE DID!!  

My phone was dead -  no engaged tone, nothing -  until he phoned me again.  

Very pleased with himsel f, he asked if that was enough proof that he was with BT. I asked how the payment 

was to be made & he said credit card, there & then.  

I said that I didn't know how he'd done it, but I had absolutely no intention of paying him, I didn't believe 

his name or that he worked for BT.  

He hung up.  

Did 1471 & phoned his fictitious 0800 number ï not recognised.  

I phoned the police to let them know, I wasn't the first! It's only just started apparently but it is escalating.  

Their advice was to let as many people know  by word of mouth of this scam. The fact that the phone does 

go off would probably convince some people it's real, so please let as many friends & family aware of this.  

This is good but not that clever. He gave the wrong number -  it should have been 0800 8 00152 which takes 

you through to BT Business. The cutting off of the line is very simple , he stays on the line with the mute 

button on and you can't dial out -  but he can hear you trying. (This is because the person who initiates a 

call is the one to term inate it). When you stop trying he cuts off and immediately calls back. You could 

almost be convinced! The sad thing is that it is so simple that it will certainly fool the elderly and vulnerable. 

Obviously, if this scam is real, once they have your credit /debit card details, there is nothing to stop them 
cleaning out your account.  



 

 

We are proud to have had strong links with  
Wesley Methodist Church for many years  

 

 

Contact us fo r all your insurance needs  
Personal and Commercial  

 

Phone: 0121 553 4791  
Fax: 0121 500 5972  

Web Site: www.ault.co.uk  

E mail: enquiries@ault.co.uk   

Guides are 100 years Old!  

 

In the last edition of Spotlight, you read a bout how the West Bromwich Division would celebrate the 100 

years of guiding by holding an event on Saturday 5 th  September at Wesley and  how it would include a disco, 

lunch, a sponsored walk in aid of the Acorns Children Hospice, the release of 100 balloon s, a camp fire sing 

song and a visit by Joanne Malin from Radio WM (previously Central Television news) who herself was a 

member of the Guide movement.  

Well, the event took place with o ver 300 members from Rainbows, Brownies, Guides, Rangers and Trefoil 

Guild ladies and special guests, the Mayor and Mayoress of West Bromwich and Joanne Malin from Radio WM  

in attendance . Everyone had a great time and the collection on the day along with  the sponsored walk money 

when it is all collected in should have raised  a substantial amount of money for Acorns Hospice. So far, 3 of 

the 100 balloons realised have been returned, the furthest away being from Hertfordshire.  
 

Quotes  

"I don't believe in pessimism. If something doesn't 

come up the way you want, forge ahead . If you 

think it's going to rain, it will." --  Clint Eastwood  

 

 

ñThe life that conquers is the life that moves with a 

steady resolution and persistence toward a 

predetermined goal. Those who succeed are those 

who have thoroughly learned the immense 

import ance of plan in life, and the tragic brevity of 

time.ò --  W.J. Davison  
 

 

ñThe difference between perseverance and obstinacy 

is that one comes from a strong will, and the other 
from a strong won't.ò --  Henry Ward Beecher  

 

 

http://www.ault.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@ault.co.uk


Contact the Editor: -  Email: -  mattclive@advantagewm.co.uk   Tel: -  07773 280 876  
Address: -  36 The Broadway, West Bromwich, B71 2QQ  

 If you know of anybody who should receive a copy of Spotlight in the post please inform Ian Collett.  
 If anybody would like a copy emailed to them please inform the editor.  

Coffee Mornings with H elen@thepedals!  

 

On Saturday 26 th  September I held my second coffee morning and organ recital; it was lovely again to see 

friends from Wesley, the circuit and Warley Male Choir s haring time together. A variety of music was played, 

including a complete rendition of Mendelssohnôs Wedding March from A Midsummer Nightôs Dream; the aisle 

in the in Shakespeareôs play must certainly have been a little longer than the aisle at Wesley!  

 

A total of £150 was raised, half of which was for church funds and the other half, as last time, was donated to 

Warley Male Choirôs 2009-2010 charity, Hamlin Fistula UK; we were privileged again to have Clive Hewitt, a 

member of Warley Male Choir, and trust ee for the charity present and he gave a short talk outlining the work 

done in Ethiopia, more information can be found at www.hamlinfistulaur.org . 

 

To celebrate the 250 th  anniversary of Handelôs death, 3 pieces were included,      Festal March from ñRinaldoò 

which is often used as a wedding march, a much shorter wedding march than the Mendelssohn piece! And two 

pieces from The Messiah, Pastoral Symphony and I know that my redeemer liveth; this serves as a nice 

introduction to my next organ adventure, on Saturday 5 th  December at our regular Saturday coffee morning, I 

will be playing some Christmas music on the organ, this will conclude at 12pm with a ñscratch-singò of the 

Hallelujah Chorus from The Messiah.  

 

Some  of you may be aware of the BBCôs campaign to get people singing as advertised at the end of The Choir 

programmes on BBC2 on a Tuesday evening. As part of this initiative, the BBC are promoting ñSing 

Hallelujahò where they are asking people to ñSing Hallelujahò during the months of November and December 

to raise funds for BBC Children in Need campaign. The ñscratch-singò on Saturday 5th  December has been 

registered with the BBC as part of ñSing Hallelujahò. Anyone who wants to join in the singing, or listening, is 

welcome; just come along with your voice and a copy of the music on the day. There might be a very short 

rehearsal at 12pm, before we sing it through, but the whole idea is to have fun; if it falls apart and people get 

hopelessly lost, then we will  just start again, from the top!  

 

I have been searching for another title for my ñrecitalsò as I do think it sounds too formal, the format for the 

mornings is supposed to be relaxed and not stuffy; one of my friends from Warley Male Choir has suggested 

an alternative, for those of you who donôt know, my home email address is helen@thepedals.fsnet.co.uk ; and 

so this is what I will use ï coffee morning with Helen@thepedals!  

 

Thanks again to everyone who came along  

 

Helen  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE HERE!  

 
CONTACT THE EDITOR FOR DETAILS  
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The DofE  is a programme of activities that can be  

undertaken by anyone aged from 1 4 to 25,  

regardless of personal ability. The concept  of the DofE  

is simple ï young people can do a programme at one  

of three progressive levels which, when successfully  

completed, lead to a Bronze, Silver or Gold Duke of  

Edinburghôs Award. 

There are fou r sections at Bronze and Silver level and five at Gold.  

With assistance from adult Leaders, participants select and set objectives in each of the following areas:  

 Volunteering : undertaking service to individuals or the community.  

 Physical : improving in an  area of sport, dance or fitness activities.  

 Skills : developing practical and social skills and personal interests.  

 Expedition : planning, training for and completion of an adventurous journey in the UK or abroad.  

 At Gold level, participants must do an a dditional fifth Residential  section, which involves staying and 

working away from home doing a shared activity.  

Each section must be done for a minimum period of time. It must be monitored and then assessed by 

someone with knowledge of that particular act ivity to achieve an Award. Each progressive level demands 
more time and commitment from participants.  

At the start of 2009 the 5 th  West Bromwich Boysô Brigade and the 1st  West Bromwich Guides teamed up to 

offer the Duke of Edinburghôs Award to their members. The journey started with the registration of 9 eager 

younger people with BB HQ and the receivership of their all important Bronze Award Record Books and then 
for each to decide how they would work towards their awards.   

During the course of the year th e participants have done many different activities including volunteering their 

spare time with Rainbows, Junior Section, WRVS at Sandwell Hospital and a childrenôs club at a local library, 

completed  a fitness class run by Ashley Henson on a Monday night b etween January and March, acting in a 

local drama group, learning how a library is run at a local library, playing in a brass band and performing in 
the famous Wesley Pantomime!  

Then came the summer and with it, the expedition section! The participants we re trained on how to navigate 

with a map and compass, how to route plan correctly, what equipment to take and how to use it properly, 

what sorts of food to eat and how to cook it hygienically on camp stoves, first aid skills, highway and country 

codes and everything else that is required to be able to safely plan and carry out an unaccompanied journey 

through the countryside! During the practice sessions we held through the summer, we completed the 

orienteering course at Sutton Park, walked through the coun tryside around Worcester, Wyre Forest, Wenlock 
Edge, Cannock Chase and even a walk between Wesley and Barr Beacon , so we got in plenty of practice!  

All participants successfully completed their qualifying expedition near Much Wenlock during the last weeken d 

of September and were assessed by Roger Hainge from the 1 st  Polesworth BB Company who was very 

impressed by their performances. To fin ish the section, each person had  to do some kind of report on the 

experience which was done in front of Mick Osborne on the first Monday in October, who as many of you know 

was  involved with the DofE a few years ago in the company.  

Both the Boysô Brigade and Guides at Wesley have offered the DofE to their members for many years in the 

past but the last time someone gained a n award was well over 20 years ago for both organisations. This year 

is therefore very special in the history of youth work here and marks the rebirth of the DofE at Wesley.  It 

would not have been possible to have offered this opportunity if it were not f or the generous efforts of the 

staff of both organisations (Rory Green, Carl Philpot, Angela Hall, Julie Dixon, Andrew Henson, Ken Dunn, 

Mick Osborne & Matthew Clive), parents of participants (some of whom were kind enough to give us lifts to 

various parts  of the countryside), DofE assessors ( Ashley Henson, Roger Hainge & Jamie Haden -Walker) and 

the understanding of our church who havenôt complained  when we have missed a few parade services during 

2009!  

 

Hereôs to a successful 2010 session and the Silver Award !  

 

 

 


