
Dear Friends, 
 

Welcome to the October edition of Spotlight! 

Wow, hasn’t the year fled by? Still, this is 
my favourite time of year what with all the 

leaves changing colour, brisk mornings, 
conkers and fireworks not to mention my 

birthday!  I love autumn!  

 
Don’t forget that the spotlight is available 

for download from the ‘Our Church – 

Wesley’ section of the Boys’ Brigade 
website, the address is 

www.5thwestbromwich.co.uk 
 

The deadline for items to be included in the 

December edition is Sunday 2nd December. 
All items, as usual will be gratefully 

received. 
 

Matthew. 

 

Carole’s Corner 
 

Dear Friends, 

Is it only six weeks that I’ve been with you? Paradoxically it seems the longest and yet the 
shortest six weeks of my life.  I seem to have met umpteen people and held umpteen 

meetings, and still there are more people to meet and yet more meetings to attend.  I’m 

gradually making sense of who is who and who does what, but please have patience with me 
if I don’t always get it right, because my brain can only hold on to so much information at any 

one time. 
As I have whizzed from person to person and place to place, I have begun to realise how 

much good work is going on at Wesley in all sorts of ways.  I have begun to discover the 

giftedness of different people and of the contribution that many make to the life of the church.  
There is much potential and so many possibilities which together we will be exploring over the 

coming months. 

It is easy to view the times ahead with apprehension, but I think we often make the mistake 
of thinking we are going it alone, that it’s all down to us.  We forget that we are not alone, 

that God is with us and that his help and guidance are ours just for the asking. 

The words of a hymn sung at the Women’s Network 20th Anniversary Celebration say this: 
 

“Keep us travelling in the knowledge 

You are always at our side, 
Give us courage for the journey, 

Christ our goal and Christ our guide.” 
 

As we journey on together, remember the reason for the journey, remember the goal of the 

journey and remember that God goes with us.           Rev. Carole J. Holden 

Contact the Editor: - Email: - mattclive@advantagewm.co.uk  Tel: - 07773 280 876 

SUMMER TIME IS GONE MY FRIENDS.  

Summer time is gone my friends 
It slowly comes but quickly ends. 

It's been replaced by time called Autumn. 

Nature changes hues from top to bottom 
Green gives way to red and gold. 

A lovely vision to behold. 

Whirling leaves go blowing by 
Carrying smells of pumpkin pie. 

The air turns crisp the sky fades grey. 
Indian corn and bales of hay. 

Overcoats and apple cider. 

No more evenings on the glider. 
The harvest moon so orange and round 

Holidays will soon abound. 

Chrysanthemum petals start to unfold 
A lovely vision to behold. 

~~Author Unknown.~~ 



Caption Competition 

Here we have a secret picture of Iris (I’m told she doesn’t know it exists), whoops too late! The competition is 

simple; all you have to do is add a line of text to the photograph. The winner will be announced next time. 
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New Sign of a Stroke.........Stick out Your Tongue 

 

STROKE: Remember The 1st Three Letters... S.T.R. 
 

RECOGNIZING A STROKE  
Sometimes symptoms of a stroke are difficult to identify. Unfortunately, the lack of awareness spells disaster. 

The stroke victim may suffer severe brain damage when people nearby fail to recognize the symptoms of a 

stroke. Now doctors say a bystander can recognize a stroke by asking three simple questions: 
 

S * Ask the individual to SMILE. 

 
T * Ask the person to TALK to SPEAK A SIMPLE SENTENCE (Coherently) (i.e. It 

is sunny out today) 

 
R * Ask him or her to RAISE BOTH ARMS. 

 
NOTE: Another 'sign' of a stroke is this: Ask the person to 'stick' out  

their tongue. If the tongue goes to one side of the mouth or the other 

then that is also an indication of a stroke. If he or she has trouble with 
ANY ONE of these tasks, call 999 immediately and describe the 

symptoms to the dispatcher. 



 

The ‘F’ and ‘S’ Word 

I recently came across 2 Biblical stories concerning the 

above words, and give as follows just a few lines, as to 
print the whole would take up too much space, 

however if anyone would like whole readings, I do 
have a few copies in full, just let me know. 
 

Feeling footloose and frisky, a feather-brained fellow 
forced his father to fork over his farthings.  Fast he 

flew to foreign fields and frittered his fortune, feasting 

fabulously with floozies and faithless friends.  Flooded 
with flattery, he financed a fully fledged fling of ‘funny 

foam’ and fast food. Fleeced by his fellows in a folly, 
facing famine and feeling faintly, he found himself in a 

filthy foreign farmyard… 
 

Several sleepy Shepard’s sat in a sandy scrub, 

savouring supper and safeguarding snoozing sheep. 
Suddenly, scores of super beings shone, singing 

sensationally of sanctity and salvation ‘Seek Saviour’ 

said some - so stunned Shepard’s stuttered ‘S-s-s 
certainly, setting sights on star - soaked shed.  Inside 

a saintly sister, stirred supernaturally, settled in straw, 

sighed and issued Saviour Son…  Ken Dunn 

Useful Website List 
 

• www.methodist.org.uk – The Methodist 

Church of Great Britain 
• www.girlguiding.org.uk – The Guide 

Association 

• www.boys-brigade.org.uk – The Boys’ Brigade 
• www.5thwestbromwich.co.uk – 5th West 

Bromwich Boys’ Brigade 
• www.theinterviewwithgod.com - Worth a look 

WESLEY OPEN DAY - 29TH SEPTEMBER 2007 

May I take this opportunity to say a big thank you to everyone who assisted on the 29th September at 

“Wesley Open Day” 
 Without the commitment and dedication of everyone on the day and leading up to it, the day would not have 

been such a success. Special mention to Julie Dixon and Andrew Henson who came up with the original idea 
and without them the day would not have happened. 

We all hope that the success of the Open Day will be shown in growth of numbers throughout the Church over 

the forthcoming months. 
Once again, thank you. 

Rory 

Family News 

 

On the move 
Jean and Terry Brown’s new address and 

telephone number: 
21 Mountford Crescent, Aldridge, Walsall, WS9 

8LD.  Telephone no: 01922 448486 

 
Birthday 

Happy Birthday to Phyllis Ault who will be 90 on 

the 26th October! 
 

Thank You 

Thank you all for the cards, flowers and good 
wishes sent to me after my operation.  Thinking 

of you all and look forward to seeing you soon. 
Jean Brown. 

 

"Autumn is a second spring, when every leaf's a 

flower."  

Albert Cames 

Wesley Pantomime 2008 

Next years pantomime will be ‘Puss in Boots’ and 

auditions will be held in the institute at 20:00 on 
Wednesday 17th October for cast members. 

Rehearsals will start the following week and will 
continue every Wednesday until half term in 

February. The performances will of course be 

during February half term (9th - 16th February 
2008, excluding Sunday) 



History - The Organ 

 

Wesley’s organ is now over 100 years old and was built in Walsall in 1906. 
It was built by Nicholson & Lord of Walsall. In 1869 Nicholson & Son had a 

works off Ablewell Street. The works had been moved to the corner of  
Bradford and Newport Streets by 1872. In 1874 the firm became  

Nicholson & Lord, and c. 1877 it moved its works to Vicarage Place. This is  

where our organ was built. About 1922 it became Nicholson & Lord  
(Walsall) Ltd. It merged with W. Hawkins & Son, another Walsall  

organ-building concern, in the late 1920s, but the firms soon parted again.  

Nicholson & Lord, by then in decline, ceased to build organs c. 1932 and 
thereafter only repaired. It gave up its factory some time during the  

second World War and ceased trading in the late 1940s. At its height it had 

exported organs to Ireland, France, Russia, Argentina, Australia, and  
New Zealand; about 1914 its factory was the largest organ-building works  

in the Midlands and the firm made all the components for its instruments. 
 

The organ was ‘opened’ with a ceremony on Wednesday 11th July 1906 in  

the old Wesley. The ceremony was fittingly coupled with a grand organ 
recital by H.C. Tonking Esq. who was an organist from the Royal Albert Hall. 

  

The ceremony was opened at 19:15 with the hymn, ‘All people on earth do 
dwell’ followed by a dedicatory prayer by Rev. Wansbrough.  The organ was 

then officially opened by the organist at the time, Mrs E.C. Downing.  During the service an offertory was 

taken on behalf of the organ fund. Dr. Andrew Carnegie kindly promised to contribute half of £920, the cost of 
the organ when the other half had been subscribed.  The recital continued with pieces such as, ‘Overture 

‘Light Cavalry’ by F. de Suppe, ‘Prelude and Fugue’ in A Minor by J.S Bach and ‘Fantasia on a Welsh March’ by 
W.T Best.  The service concluded with the Hymn ‘Day is Dying in the West’ and the benediction.  I have copies 

of the order of service and organ specification in hard copy and digital format so if anybody would like a copy 

please let me know. Thanks to Iris for the copy of the original.      
Matthew Clive 

Calendar of Events 

 

• 2nd November - Bonfire & Fireworks @ 19:30 
• 24th November - Christmas Fair 
• 23rd December - Carol Service 
• 24th December - Christingle Service @ 18:30 
• 24th December - Christmas Communion @ 23:30 
• 25th December - Family Service @10:30  
• 25th January 2008 - SAFCO Burns Night 
• February Half term - Puss in Boots Pantomime 
 

Ongoing Fundraisers 

• The Bear Travels (Contact Jane/Ian on 0121 588 6877) 
• Copper Collection (Hand full containers to Ian and empty ones available in concourse)  

Riddle of the Day 

What is greater than God, worse than a Devil, poor men have it, rich men don’t want it, if you eat or drink it 

you may die? (Answer on back page) 

Church Bulletins 

Thank God for church ladies with typewriters!  These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins or were 

announced at church services: - The Fasting & Prayer Conference includes meals. - The peacemaking meeting 
scheduled for today has been cancelled due to a conflict. - Don't let worry kill you off -- let the Church help.  

- At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be "What Is Hell?" Come early and listen to our choir 
practice. - Scouts are saving aluminium cans, bottles and other items to be recycled.  Proceeds will be used to 

cripple children. 

 



5th WB BB COMPANY - HISTORY 
 

You will have read in the last two editions of Spotlight that I am currently trying to compile a history of the 

“5th” by means largely of old photographs. 

I have currently prepared 95 pages of material dating back from the late 50’s to the present, and I am still 
ploughing slowly through photos and slides made available to me by other members. 

I am still interested in borrowing any photographs or other material that anyone may have, particularly if it is 

old. 
I can be contacted on 0121 588 6877 or 07748 642267. 

 

Ian P Collett 
 

Support Needed for Mission to Uganda 

 

Anita’s grandson, Ashley Warner will be going to 
Uganda in the October half term as part of his 

church’s ministry.  They support a school, 
orphanage and training centre in Mabali.  On his 

visit to Mabali he is hoping to establish a football 

coaching centre in which football can be played, 
taught and trained. 

Obviously Uganda is a developing nation and does 

not benefit from the essentials that we take for 
granted.  As part of his trip to Mabali he wants to 

be able to supply each child with a pair of trainers 

that they can use to play football with whilst also 
equipping them with a solid pair of shoes that can 

be used for general purpose.  One pair of trainers 
costs the equivalent of £3 in Uganda and a football 

costs £2 so he has decided to raise the money to 

supply all the children in the orphanage with a pair 
of trainers and hopefully a football. If you think you 

can help by donating money to the cause please 

give any donations small or large to Anita. 

 

We are proud to have had strong links with 

Wesley Methodist Church for many years 
 
 

Contact us for all your insurance needs 

Personal and Commercial 
 

Phone: 0121 553 4791 

Fax: 0121 500 5972 

Web Site: www.ault.co.uk 
E mail: enquiries@ault.co.uk  

REDEVELOPMENT OF WESLEY CHURCH 

 

It is anticipated that visits will be made to various 
Churches that have been modernised/refurbished 

with a view to obtaining ideas for the new 
development of Wesley. 

 

If you have any ideas on which Churches to visit 
please contact Mick Osborne who will take the 

appropriate details and information. 

Thanks.   
 

MacMillan Coffee Morning 

 

A MacMillan Coffee Morning was held at Wesley on 
Friday 28th September and due to people’s 

generosity, an amazing £393.84 was raised! 
Thank you to everyone who supplied cakes and 

biscuits and to everyone who helped make the 

morning a success. 
 

 

Firewood 
This year’s bonfire and fireworks will be held on the 

2nd November at 19:30 and we need firewood! If 

you have any old bits of wood lying around or 
you’ve just replaced your shed/fence/wooden doors 

etc. please donate your old wood!  

If you need any help getting it to Wesley give Matt 
a call on 07773280876 and I will come and get it in 

my trailer.  
Otherwise simply leave it by the fire bin in the 

church yard. 

Humour 
A young man fell asleep in the Sunday morning 

service and began to snore.  The preacher stopped 

and impatiently motioned to the young boy beside 
the man to wake him up.  The boy said: ‘Wake him 

up yourself, you put him to sleep.’ 

 

Something to think about:- 'I asked Jesus, "How 

much do you love me?" "This much!" he answered. 

Then he stretched out his arms and died."  



Isle of Wight Sponsored Walk  

On the 18th August 2007 6 of us left West Bromwich on a voyage across the sea to a land far away to spend 

2 days walking 50 miles in aid of the Wesley Redevelopment Fund.  The 6 being Michael and Jenny Barrett, 

Angela Hall, Matthew Clive, Carl Phillpott and Fynn the Bear, the land far away is known as the Isle of Wight.  
Now the Isle of Wight has many great places that we could have visited but we decided on the 7 wonders of 

the Isle of Wight.  The poem relating to these places is below and is shown on the map via the arrows.  We 
took pictures of Fynn at each place as a memento and these are also shown below.  We would like to thank 

everybody for their support and kind donations to the cause and we are pleased to say that we raised 

approximately £1,000 (final figures are still coming in)! 
  

 

Needles you cannot thread 

Freshwater you cannot drink  

 

Newport you cannot bottle  

 

Cowes you cannot milk  

 

Lake you can walk through 
and stay dry  

 
Ryde where you walk 

 

Newtown which is old 

 

This is how Fynn 

travelled around 
the Isle of Wight 

and is seen here 

taking a break at 
the Devil’s 

Punchbowl 



RECYCLING 
 

As a church we are going to try to recycle as 

much as possible. 
To assist in the recycling, containers will be 

placed in the kitchen and marked 

appropriately for: 
Plastic bottles 

Glass bottles 
Tin cans (i.e. drinks or food cans) 

Would you please ensure tin cans that have 

contained food are rinsed out? 
Thank you for your help. 

 

 
Can you help? 

  

At work we are collecting plastic bottle tops 
for guide dogs for the blind. Can you save 

any plastic bottle tops off pop, 

milk, shampoo, washing up bottles etc. and 
let me have them at church please? Every 

little helps and we will be doing our bit to 
recycling also.  

Thank you, Julie Dixon. 

 

Something to keep - How to use the Bible 

 

When in sorrow, read John 14 
When men fail you, read Psalm 27 

When you have sinned, read Psalm 51 
When you worry, read Matthew 6. 19-34 

When you are in danger, read Psalm 91 

When you are depressed, read Psalm 34 
When God seems far away, read Psalm 139 

When you are discouraged, read Isaiah 40 

When doubts come upon you, try John 7. 17 
When you are lonely or fearful, read Psalm 103 

When your faith needs stirring, read Hebrews 11 

When you feel down and out, read Romans 8. 31-39 
When you want courage for your task, read Joshua 1 

When the world seems bigger than God, read Psalm 90 
When you want rest and peace, read Matthew 11. 25-30 

When you want Christian assurance, read Romans 8. 1-30 

When you leave home, read Psalm 121 
When you grow bitter or critical, read 1 Corinthians 13 

When your prayers grow selfish, read Psalm 67 

When you think of investments, read Mark 10. 17-31 
If you want to be fruitful, read John 15 

For Paul’s secret of happiness, read Colossians 3. 12-17 

For Paul’s idea of Christianity, read 2 Corinthians 5. 15-19 
For Paul’s rules for daily life, read Romans 12 

For a great invitation and opportunity, read Isaiah 55 
For Jesus’ idea of a Christian, read Matthew 5 

For James’ idea of religion, read James 1. 19-27 

For Jesus’ idea of prayer, read Luke 11. 1-13 
For a picture of worship, read Isaiah 58. 1-12 

For the prophet’s idea of religion, read Isaiah 1. 10-18 

Why not follow Psalm 119.11, and hide some of these in 
your memory? 

Meditation on a Brick 

 

The bricklayer laid a brick on the bed of 
cement, 

Then with a precise stroke of his trowel, 
spread another layer, 

And without a by-your0leave, laid on another 

brick. 
The Foundation grew visibly. 

The building rose, tall and strong, to shelter 

men. 
I thought, dear Lord, of that brick buried in 

the darkness at the base of the big building: 

No one sees it, but it accomplishes its task, 
and the other bricks need it. 

Lord, what difference whether I am on the 
roof-top or in the foundation of your building, 

As long as I stand faithfully t the right place? 

Michael Quoist (thanks to Anita) 

Run Forest Run! 

As some of you know Matthew Clive is a 

runner.  He has recently done 2 races where 
he has done extremely well.  The first was the 

Wolverhampton half marathon relay where he 
helped his team come in 25th place out of 63 

teams. The second race was the Walsall 10k 

(6.25 miles) where he got a personal best 
time of 49:15 and came 155th out of 405 

runners. Watch this space for further updates 

and for the next step, the Marathon!  
Why not join him on a training run or simply 

ask him about his experiences? 

Rory Green 

Junior Section 
 

We have had a good start to the new session. We have 

gained two new lads who have been promoted from Anchor 
Boys (Jake Richards & Kiaro Saulter). We hope they will 

enjoy their time with us and make many happy memories 

along the way. We have also promoted two boys up to 
Company Section (Liam Fearon & Dominic Weathers). We 

will miss them but they are both ready for company section 
and all it has to offer. 

 

We have been busy. We have made some delicious sausage 
rolls, been swimming at Kingstanding leisure centre and had 

an evening of remote control car racing.  We’ve got lots 

more planned over the coming months and plenty of 
battalion competitions to enter too! 

 

We did very well with the open day having several names to 
follow up to help swell our numbers.  

If anyone out there would like to help in Junior section we 

are after more staff as with the extra boys we will be to our 
limit and don’t want to turn boys away . If you are, or would 

just like to come and see please speak to Andrew Henson or 
myself.  

Julie Dixon. 

 



 

Fun and games  

 

This time we have another Su-Doku for you to have a go at. Remember, the idea is to get the numbers 1-9 in 
each 3x3 box and in each row and column.  They don’t have to add up to anything just appear once in every 

line and box.  Answer next time. 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
And an autumn themed word search…  

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

           (Riddle Answer: Nothing!) 

             

List of Church Contacts 
Stewards: -  

Beryl Price -  01922 635 891 Iris Reynolds - 0121 553 4506 Anita Warner – 0121 553 5135        

Eric Fieldhouse – 01922 620 704 Michael Vaughan – 01922 643 199 
 

Caretaker & Room Booking: - Evelyn Gough.  Tel:  - 0121 588 4111 
 

Minister of Wesley: - Rev Carol Holden.  

 
Superintendent Minister:- 

Rev Alan Jenkins, 72 Dudley Street, West Bromwich.  Tel: - 0121 553 2085 Email: alandjenkins@yahoo.co.uk  

 
Church Services are held every Sunday at 11:00 and 18:15 


