
The deadline for items to be included in the August 2010 edition of Spotlight is 

Sunday 1st August 2010. 

Let’s start with some funnies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The European Commission has just announced an agreement whereby English will be the 

official language of the European Union rather than German, which was the other possibility.  

 

As part of the negotiations, the British Government conceded that English spelling had some 

room for improvement and has accepted a 5- year phase-in plan that would become known as 

"Euro-English".  

 

In the first year, "s" will replace the soft "c". Sertainly, this will make the sivil servants jump 

with joy.  

 

The hard "c" will be dropped in favour of "k". This should klear up konfusion, and keyboards 

kan have one less letter.  

 

There will be growing publik enthusiasm in the sekond year when the troublesome "ph" will be 

replaced with "f".. This will make words like fotograf 20% shorter.  

 

In the 3rd year, publik akseptanse of the new spelling kan be expekted to reach the stage 

where more komplikated changes are possible.  

 

Governments will enkourage the removal of double letters which have always ben a deterent 

to akurate speling.  

 

Also, al  wil agre that the horibl mes of the silent "e" in the languag is disgrasful and it should 

go away.  

 

By the 4th yer people wil be reseptiv to steps such as replasing "th" with "z" and "w" with "v".  

 

During ze fifz  yer, ze unesesary "o" kan be dropd from vords  kontaining "ou" and after ziz 

fifz yer, ve vil  hav a reil sensi bl riten styl.  

   

Zer vil be no mor trubl or difikultis and evrivun vil find it ezi tu understand ech oza. Ze drem 

of a united urop vil finali kum tru.  

 
Und efter ze fifz yer, ve vil al be speking German like zey vunted in ze forst plas.  



Junior Section 

 

The junior section have been busy since we last reported in Spotlight and have been going from strength to 

strength, meeting regularly with over 20 lads on a Friday night. We recently entered the battalion general 

knowledge quiz with three teams and where very pleased when, both our A and B teams came joint second! In 

addition to this, our C team came in a very creditable 5th place. Well done boys.  

We are currently practising hard for the figure marching competition on the 17th July. This involved the lads 

marching to music and fitting in difficult moves like spirals and crossovers. We also have the sports and 5 a 

side competitions coming up. 

For awards night we did an item for the parents and visitors .We decided to do an educational item .We taught 

the lads a foreign langue (har har not really) we taught them the black county alphabet. (a is for opple , b is 

for narna , c is for council pop etc,) Nah they con all talk proper cor them. 

We are all looking forward to camp on the 24th July. We are taking 23 lads and 7 staff away this year. We are 

trying somewhere different and are heading down to Cornwall this year, giving north Wales a rest. So, here‟s 

hoping for good weather. If anyone would like to get baking, all cakes would be gratefully received. 

 

SAFCO latest 

 

SAFCO have not been taking things easy since our last article in “Spotlight”! 

 

Unfortunately, the Burns Night planned for January had to be cancelled due to the bad winter weather we were 

experiencing at the time; February at Wesley is always taken over by the annual Pantomime production which 

seems to involve everyone and so normal service resumed in March when we celebrated St Patricks Day with 

an Irish-themed evening, full up with Fish & Chips, we then listened to Carolyn Jones (who designs and makes 

costumes for the pantomime) sing some Irish songs, followed by a game or two of “Irish Bingo”, far too 

complicated to explain here! 

 

Ferndale school choir and instrumentalists entertained us all in April; it‟s really great to see young people being 

encouraged in their music making and such a pleasure that they were able to perform for us after a buffet 

supper prepared by the SAFCO team. 

 

We were treated to another visit from the Harmonics of Warley Male Choir in May, where they entertained us 

with some traditional barber-shop style songs (including some new ones we hadn‟t heard before, they must 

have been practising very hard!) and some male voice choir items. After a very healthy (!) meal of fish and 

chips it was a pleasure to sit and listen to them singing, accompanied by our very own Helen Parker on the 

piano. 

 

By the time you read this, we may have already held our June evening, when we will be entertained by the 

superb Langley Band, including some appalling jokes from Cliff Parker. We look forward now to July when the 

meal will be jacket potatoes with a variety of fillings and entertainment in the form of games of bingo and Hoy!  

 

SAFCO will take a well-earned break in August and be back again on Wednesday 15th September, details will be 

announced on the Wesley notice-board and posters around the building once SAFCO have finalised 

arrangements. 

 

Tickets for all SAFCO events are available, as always, from Liz Vaughan at the bargain price of £3 on 0121 553 
3727 

helen@thepedals 

 

By popular request, Helen will again be holding a coffee morning on Saturday 26th June from 10.30 til mid-day 

where everyone is welcome to come along and listen to the organ. Those of you who came along to the coffee 

& organ “recital” mornings last year will know that the format is very informal indeed and is a lovely way to 

relax for a while with a cuppa. 

 

 



Rewarding Part Time Job…. 

 

as paid clerk to the Akrill Home Trust in West Bromwich. 

 

We provide alms housing to a small number of elderly 

residents. 

 

The duties include, enabling people to live independently, 

administrative duties and liaising with other organisations. 

 
If interested please contact: - rosawilding@aol.com  

Thank You 

Betty Bonell would like to thank all who 

helped to make her 80th Birthday such a 

memorable occasion and to thank all for 

cards, gifts and donations to Cancer 

Research UK for which I am sending a 

cheque for £200. 

 
Again, thank you all 

Su-Doku answer from April Spotlight 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope you got it right!  

Langley Band in Concert – 19th June 

 

7pm buffet 

8pm concert starts 

 

Tickets are £3 and are obtainable from Liz 

Vaughan on 0121 553 3727 

 
 

 Methodist Homes - Sunday June 13th 2010 

Once again we have received the material and envelopes ready 

for MHA Sunday. Did you know that Methodist Homes has been 

pouring out love and care for over 65 years and supports over 

13,000 older people? Part of the strategy is to provide as wide 

a choice of support as possible with live at home scheme, 

sheltered housing and residential homes, also adding nursing 

and dementia care. 

 

Many thanks for supporting MHA 

 

Iris Reynolds 

 

Please respect our Ducks, Swans and Geese by not 

feeding them bread or your leftovers 

 

In Dartmouth Park and the Sandwell Valley you can go to 

almost any of our lakes, pools or ponds and find ducks, geese, 

and swans. They are endearing creatures, and adults, as well as 

children, delight in feeding them. But we shouldn‟t feed the 

ducks our stale bread or lunch leftovers, as „people food‟ isn‟t 

healthy for waterfowl and can give them incurable diseases. It 

also disrupts their natural migration to search for food in 

warmer climates. Waterfowl populations become unnaturally 

large when they are fed by people and their numbers may 

increase to a level that cannot be sustained by the natural food 

sources in the lakes and ponds. Over population results in 

pollution and disease, because excess waste builds up 

contaminating the water and the land. Uneaten bread in the 

water can also produce botulism, which can kill other wildlife 

including fish. If we feed wild birds we purchase special food for 

them, and special food for waterfowl is also available, so if you 

or your children and grandchildren want to feed the ducks in the 

park or the Valley, please use food that is good for them. This 

food is available in the Valley‟s Farm Shops. 

 
 

mailto:rosawilding@aol.com


 

 

We are proud to have had strong links with 
Wesley Methodist Church for many years 

 

 

Contact us for all your insurance needs 
Personal and Commercial 

 

Phone: 0121 553 4791 
Fax: 0121 500 5972 

Web Site: www.ault.co.uk 

E mail: enquiries@ault.co.uk  

Congratulations to the Staff and Boys at the 5th for an excellent Awards Night.  The items performed by 

Anchor boys, Junior and Company Sections were first class.  It was good to see an 'old boy' of the 5th, Delroy 

Hutchinson, together with his wife Angela, presenting the awards and making an impression on everyone.   
  
A lot of effort went into achieving the awards that were presented to the lads.  A special mention must be 

made to Sophie Pottinger, Danielle Campbell-Williams, Kirsty Dixon, Alex Swift, Toni Wootton, Siobhan 

Benton, Alex Powell and Jake Henson who achieved the Duke of Edinburgh's Bronze Award.  Also 

congratulations to Jake and Alex on achieving their President's badge and are now preparing for the highest 

badge in BB, the Queen's Badge. 
  
Well done everyone, keep up the good work! 
  
Mick and Carol    
 

Family News 

 

Our prayers and thoughts are with Jack & Mollie 

Neale, Fred & Julia Wilkins, Jack Mason & Phyllis Ault 

 

Our thoughts and prayers are also with the families 

of John Hockley, Alan Udall and Lois Hunt who sadly 

passed away. 

 

Congratulations to Helen Parker who was awarded 

“Gym member of the month” in May by the Park 

Inn, West Bromwich. Helen will be running in Cancer 

Research “Race for Life” at Sutton Park on Sunday 

20th June along with some other “girls” from Langley 

Band; a sponsor form is on the Wesley notice-board 

if anyone would like to contribute to their fund-

raising efforts. 
 

1st West Bromwich Brownies 

 

To celebrate 100 years of Guiding we took part in the celebrations by joining 1000 other brownies for a 

weekend at Haven in Pwllheli. On Friday 12th March we all meet at Wesley along with another unit of Brownies 

from West Bromwich to travel by coach to our BASH 2010 weekend.  

 

We arrived at Haven at about 10pm and as soon as we had all unpacked and settled into our apartments it 

was time for bed. On Saturday we woke up and had breakfast at 7am in the main dining room along with all 

the other Brownies that were there that weekend. We went swimming in the pool and even got to go on the 

water slides! After a picnic lunch we took part in a street dancing lesson, and had a chance to have a look 

around the gift shop, and learnt how to juggle and spin plates at the circus skills class. At 7pm we meet up 

with all the other Brownies and danced the night away at the BASH disco in our party outfits. 

 

On Sunday morning we went for a walk on the beach and after lunch went on the go carts which was really 

good fun (even the guiders had a go)! After the closing ceremony we left on our coach to return home at 

3pm.  

 

We all had an amazing weekend and look forward to doing it again very soon! 

 

http://www.ault.co.uk/
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5th West Bromwich Boys’ Brigade - Anchor Boys 

 

The Anchor Boys have been very busy over the last few weeks. 

 

On Friday 9th April we visited our adopted donkey Moses in Sutton Park and then went on to paint egg cups 

at Cafe Ceramica after a picnic lunch. 

 

On Wednesday 14th April we visited RAF Cosford where we took part in a war time classroom workshop. 

 

On the morning of Saturday the 8th May we took part in the Battalion Anchor Boy Fun Day at Walsall Wood, 

which involved games, a treasure hunt, a quiz, and colouring competition. Our Anchor Boys won the quiz, well 

done boys ! 

Then in the afternoon we went to Monkey Magic at Trentham. We then went back to Wesley, for a meal, after 

which the boys played, then time for bed ! 

Next morning after breakfast, we did the „Big Spring Tidy Up‟ and went to a playground before attending the 

morning service at Wesley, after which all the boys were safely deposited  back to their parents. 

A very good and busy weekend. 

 

On Saturday 15th May, five of the boys took part in the Battalion fun swim and came 3rd overall, thanks to 

Hayley for helping with the transport. 

 

On Thursday 20th May we took part in the Tipton Rotary Treasure Hunt.  

 

Then on the evening of Friday 21st May the Anchor Boys took part, together with the rest of the Company, in 

their annual Awards Evening. This involved the Anchor Boys receiving awards where appropriate and 

performing a short item which was very well received. We would like to thank parents and friends from 

Wesley who came along and supported the evening. 

 

This year we have won both sections of the Battalion Picture Competition. The subject this year was „Football 

Action‟. Harry Matthews won the younger section and Andrew Machin won the older one, well done boys. The 

pictures can be viewed on the Mid Staffs and Sandwell Battalion Boys‟ Brigade web site. 

 

Advance notice: 

 

On Saturday 3rd July the Anchor Boys are going to do a car wash, from 10.30 am., till 12.30 pm., on Wesley 

Car Park. We hope that you will come along and have your car washed, for £1.50 and have a cup of coffee 

whilst waiting. In the afternoon we are going to the National Memorial Arboretum at Alrewas for a District 

Anchor Boy Activity afternoon.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Contact the Editor: - Email: - mattclive@advantagewm.co.uk  Tel: - 07773 280 876 
Address: - 36 The Broadway, West Bromwich, B71 2QQ 

List of Church Contacts 

Stewards: -  

Beryl Price -  01922 635 891 Iris Reynolds - 0121 553 4506 Anita Warner – 0121 553 5135        

Eric Fieldhouse – 01922 620 704 Michael Vaughan – 01922 643 199   Delroy Henry Helen Parker 
 

Caretaker & Room Booking: - Evelyn Gough.  Tel:  - 0121 588 4111 
 

Minister of Wesley: - Rev. Philip Thomas   Manse Tel: - 0121 588 3373    Circuit Office Tel: - 0121 553 2085 

      Email: - philthomas82@hotmail.com  

 

Church Services are held every Sunday at 11:00 and 18:15 

 If you know of anybody who should receive a copy of Spotlight in the post please inform Ian Collett.  

 If anybody would like a copy emailed to them please inform the editor.  

Colouring in 

ADVERTISING SPACE AVAILABLE IN THIS PUBLICATION! 

 

ANY COMPANY, YOUTH GROUP, ASSOCIATION WELCOME! 

 
CONTACT EDITOR  
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