
The deadline for items to be included in the February 2010  edition of Spotlight is 

Sunday 7 th  February 2010 . 

 

Christmas Quotes  
 

A Christmas candle is a lovely thing;  

It makes no noise at all,  

But softly gives itself away.  

~Eva Logue  
 

I have always thought of Christmas time, when it has come round, as a good time; a kind, 

forgiving, charitable time; the only time I know of, in the long calendar of the year, when men 

and women seem by one consent to open their shut -up hearts freely, and to think of people 

below them as if they really were fellow passengers to the grave, and not another race of 

creatures bound on other journeys.   ~Charles Dicken s 

 



SAFCO  

 

SAFCO events are proving as popular as ever. In October we were al l entertained by a very talented group 

of ladies from the Halesowen Circuit. Following an impressive buffet prepared by SAFCO, the ladies 

entertained us with many favourite songs from the shows and donned very fine masks for their rendition of 

ñMasqueradeò from The Phantom of the Opera.  

 

November was busy, firstly with our church bonfire on Friday 6 th  where hot dogs and drinks were sold to our 

visitors; itôs always great to see so many young folk enjoying the evening, thanks to the young(er) folk of 

Wesley who helped with the bonfire for the night and for making sure everyone was kept safe and the 

evening passed off without incident.  

 

Alfie, the Black Country poet entertained us at our Wednesday evening event in November with a unique 

blend of humour that on ly us Black Country folk can appreciate, or understand! The chip shop in Bromford 

Lane must look forward with horror for our order of Fish & Chips with the numbers attending growing each 

month.  

 

We look forward to our Christmas Festivities in December, whe n we will share a festive Turkey Bap followed 

by Mince Pies and entertainment from a Quintet of players from the Langley Band; this is a taster for our 

June social when the whole of Langley Band will be entertaining us in their unique style! We are also 

planning a special appearance by our own church choir at the December SAFCO evening when they will sing 

a couple of seasonal pieces for us, while the brass quintet catch their breath!  

 

SAFCO wish everyone Best Wishes for Christmas and 2010  
 

 

1 st  West Bromwich Guides (Wesley Church)  

 

Our Guide unit at Wesley (1 st West Bromwich) which currently has about eight girls between the ages of 10 

to 14, meets on a Friday evening from 7.30 pm to 9.00 pm.  

 

Angela Hall is currently the Guider in Charge, but she informed me in October that she is only able to 

continue doing s o until Christmas.  

 

We therefore need to find someone else to take over the post as soon as possible otherwise we shall have 

no alternative but to close the unit. We would do this with great sadness as the unit has been running for 

many, many years and is an important part of our outreach and youth work here at Wesley Church.  

 

If you are at all interested or know of someone else who might be interested please let me know as soon as 

possible. Training can and will be made available if and where appropriate.  

 

We very much hope that someone will come forward so that we can keep the ñGuiding familyò at Wesley 

together  

 

Jane Collett  

West Bromwich Division Commissioner  
Phone: 0121 588 6877  

Christmas Fayre  

On Saturday 28 th  November we held our annual Ch ristmas Fayre at Wesley.  

We are pleased to report that it went very well, we had a steady stream of customers and the amount taken 

on the door indicates an increased number of visitors over previous years.  
 

We can report that the amount taken on the day wa s just in excess of £1050 but we expect the final total to 

be more than this as we know there is still more monies to come in.  

 

SAFCO would like to thank everyone who helped at the Fayre in any way, your help and support is much 

needed and appreciated.  
 

Ia n P Collett  

On behalf of S AFCO 

 



 

 

We are proud to have had strong links with  
Wesley Methodist Church for many years  

 

 

Contact us for all your insurance needs  
Personal and Commercial  

 

Phone: 0121 553 4791  
Fax: 0121 500 5972  

Web Site: www.ault.co.uk  

E mail: enquiries@ault.co.uk   

Helen@thepedals  

 

Many thanks to everyone who came along to the special Christmas coffee morning with ñhelen@thepedalsò. I 

hope everyone enjoyed my choice of Christmas pieces and were able to recognise the ir own particular 

favourites amongst all that was played.  

 

Our former minister, Rev Alan Bidnell was invited and came along to conduct our ñscratch versionò of The 

Hallelujah Chorus from Handelôs Messiah which concluded the coffee morning. We can at least say that we all 

finished together! Even if for the first performance, we didnôt actually all start at the right time! After all, it 

has been 12 years since our BT Voices for Hospice performance of The Messiah! Anyhow, a good time was had 

by all, a choir o f 31 plus conductor, organist and trumpeter (Cliff, who itôs fair to say had to oil his valves 

before he was able to play) and from the applause at the end, I think those that listened appreciated our 

efforts, or were they just relieved weôd got to the end? 

 

As Iôm typing this, the latest figure I know for the fund-raising efforts was £195 all of which is being donated 

to the BBC Children in Need appeal.  

 

Our ñSing Hallelujahò was registered with the BBC and a photo and video may appear on the BBC Sing 

Hall elujah map.  

 

Hallelujah!  
 

Incinerator Wanted  

Wesley no longer has the facility to burn unwanted 

rubbish.   If any one knows of a large incinerator 

which could replace the old one would you please  let 

the property committee know?    
  
Until we have a new incinerator  

would you please ensure that  

you dispose of your own  

unwanted material?   Thanks.  

 

 

Shoe Box Appeal  

 

Thank you to everyone who contributed ( another 

fine effort) and  I am sure there will be some very 

happy children who open up t he boxes at  Christmas. 

Watch this space for a new idea for next year in 

conjunction  with Ladies Network and the circuit.  

 

Happy Christmas,  

Linda Adams  

 

 

http://www.ault.co.uk/
mailto:enquiries@ault.co.uk


Contact the Editor: -  Email: -  mattclive@advantagewm.co.uk   Tel: -  07773 280 876  
Address: -  36 The Br oadway, West Bromwich, B71 2QQ  

 If you kn ow of anybody who should receive a copy of Spotlight in the post please inform Ian Collett.  
 If anybody would like a copy emailed to them please inform the editor.  

We're Floating in the Air !!!!  

 

A big thank you to all the organisations who 

decorated the panels in th e Akril with their 

snowmen. They all look fantastic and make such a 

difference to the  festivities we hold over the 

Christmas period. We apologise unreservedly for the 

Safco snowmen but we thought they would guard 

against the Christmas gremlins getting in!!!    

 

What shall we do next year?   The mind boggles!!  

 

Thank you and a Happy Christmas  

 

SAFCO 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010 Wesley Calendars  

 

One of the items on sale at the Christmas Fayre, (you will find a report of the Fayre elsewhere in this edition 

of Spotlight), was our 2010 Wesley Calendars.  

The calendar has one month and a pictu re to a page and features largely photos of Wesleyôs people. These 

include the Guiding Centenary launch in  September, our Rainbows in London, our Guides at the Big Gig, our 

BB Anchor Boys and Junior Section at Tamworth, our BB Company Section during the b ig clean up, the Circuit 

Choir performing Roger Jonesô Greater than Gold, and more. 

 

If you would like a copy for the bargain price of £2, please let me know.  

 

Ian P Collett  

0121 588 6877  

 

Saturday Coffee Mornings  

 

Our season of Coffee Mornings will end for this 

year on the 5th December with the special 

Christmas organ music from Helen and the 

"singing" of the Messiah (well a bit of it anyway) 

which by now, hopefully,  we have all enjoyed.  

 

Thank you to anyone who helped us and please 

save your "bring & buy" for next year.   We will be 

having a rest in January and February and hope to 

start again on the first Saturday in March, the 

dates will be published later.  

 

Happy Christmas,  

Beryl and Linda  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pantomime ï Mother Goose 2010  

 

You will have read elsewhere in this edition of 

Spotlight the article about our next pantomime in 

February 2010, Mother Goose.  

 

We need to borrow for the production, two or 

three taylorôs dummies or mannequins. If anyone 

can help us, please contact me on 0121 588 6877.  

 

Ian P Collett  

 

Jane ï Radio Star  

 

You will have read the report in the October edition of 

Spotlight  on the Girlguiding West Bromwich Divisionôs 

Centenary Launch on the 5 th September.  

Well , as a result of Joanne Malin from Radio WM 

visiting and speaking at that event, our Jane Collett, 

the West Bromwich Division Commissioner was 

invited on to Joanneôs weekday radio show on Radio 

WM. Any of you that listen to Radio WM will know that 

Joanne ha s a ñJoôs girlsò slot every Friday morning. 

On Friday 13 th  November Jane went to the BBC 

studios in the Mailbox in Birmingham and spent about 

20 / 25 minutes being interviewed live on air by 

Joanne.  

She spoke about her role in Girlguiding, about her 

backgr ound and her family and also Wesley 

pantomime got a plug. It was an interesting 

experience and Jane spoke very well and confidently 

ï well done Jane!  

By the time you read this Jane will have returned to 

Radio WM for a ñJoôs Girlsò Christmas party. 

 

THE FOUR STAGES OF LIFE:   

 

1) You believe in Santa Claus.  

 

2) You don't believe in Santa Claus.  

 

3) You are Santa Claus.  

 
4) You look like Santa Claus.  

mailto:mattclive@advantagewm.co.uk

