
The deadline for items to be included in the October 2009 edition of Spotlight is 

Sunday 4th October 2009. 

Chatsworth House Trip 

 

I am organising an outing for the 

November 14th to Chatsworth House.  

They are holding a „Christmas Time at 

Chatsworth‟ event with 60 stalls and 

entertainment.  The cost is £22 which 

includes the coach fare and admission to 

the house and gardens. 

 

If you are interested please contact Beryl 
or phone 01922 635 891. 

Guiding Celebrates 100 years 

 

As you may already know Girlguiding celebrates its 100th birthday this year and events are 

going to take place at the beginning of September all over the country to launch the start of 

the 100th year, (our year runs from the 1st September). 

 

In West Bromwich Division our event is going to take place on Saturday 5th September at 

Wesley Church and is going to include a disco, lunch, a sponsored walk in aid of the Acorns 

Children Hospice, the release of 100 balloons, a camp fire sing song and a visit by Joanne 

Malin from Radio WM (previously Central Television news) who herself was a member of the 

Guide movement. The Mayor will also be attending. 

 

Over 300 members from Rainbows through to Trefoil Guild ladies have committed to 

attending the event and it should be a very good day for all who come and share in these 

special celebrations. The girls (and ladies) attending should all have their sponsor forms and if 

you haven‟t already sponsored someone then I‟m sure that they would welcome your offer of 

sponsorship. 

 

Wesley Car Park will be out of use during the day of the launch as the car park will be in use 

for some of the activities so that the public can see Guiding is alive, kicking and celebrating ! 

 

 

 

Jane Collett 

West Bromwich Division Commissioner 

 

Saturday Coffee Morning 

 

We are starting Saturday coffee mornings and 

bring and buy sale on the 1st Saturday of the 

month.  They will run from 10:30 til 12 noon.  

 

We are looking for people to volunteer and if 

you are interested you should talk to Linda. 

 

The next coffee morning / bring and buy sale 
will be on Saturday 12th September. 

West Bromwich Division 



Fundraising Events Report from Helen 

 

Many thanks to everyone who has supported me recently in my charity fundraising events.  

 

Firstly to all those who came along to the “Informal” organ recital and coffee morning on 27th June; it was 

lovely to see so many people there, and to see friends from Wesley and Warley Male Choir sharing 

fellowship together. 

 

Without the support and encouragement from members of Wesley and Warley  

Male Choir, or the playing challenges they have both given me, my piano or  

organ playing would not be of the standard which enabled me to give the  

“informal recital” on our new organ. Whilst no charge was made for coffee,  

donations were given totalling £125 which has been split between Wesley and  

Warley Male Choir‟s nominated charity for 2009-10, Hamlin Fistula UK. Two of  

the charity‟s UK trustees are members of the choir and a number of the other  

UK trustees are Methodists 

 

Clive Hewitt, a member of Warley Male Choir and trustee of the charity, came along to the coffee 

morning and gave us some information on the work the charity do supporting the Addis Ababa 

Fistula Hospital in Ethiopia, providing wholehearted commitment to women with childbirth 

injuries, with God's love and compassion. Clive is also speaking at our Ladies Circle meeting in 

September I believe. It was Clive who commented that it was one of the most relaxing Saturday 

morning’s he has spent, sitting enjoying the music and a mug of coffee. It was not so relaxing for 

me, but enjoyable all the same! So much so, that I am planning to do another coffee morning and 

organ recital on Saturday 26th September from 10.30 a.m. to 12noon. 

 

I am pleased to say that the saying “Life begins at 40” is certainly true for me 

so far this year, I have done a number of “firsts” this year. Perhaps one of the 

biggest challenges was Cancer Research‟s “Race for Life”. Many thanks to those 

who sponsored me, I managed to raise a total of £270; most of which was gift-

aided, so the charity will receive an extra 25p for every £1 which was gift-

aided.  

 

I ran most of the 5km; I estimate that I walked about 500m of it, the uphill bits at around 4km! I finished in 

41minutes, 6 seconds, and still have it recorded on my I-pod stopwatch! As I said in my article last month, I 

was never very sporty, so it really was quite an achievement for me, in fact I have decided to continue to do 

some running, so you still might see me running around the Charlemont/Stone Cross area, or down Newton 

Road (I‟ve not managed to run up Newton Road yet!), and of course I have a time to beat next time year! 

 

Two friends, Heather and Laura, from Langley Band ran the race with me (or at least we started together!) I 

finished 2nd out of the three of us; Heather is actually a research scientist (with a PhD) for Cancer Research 

and works at the QE in Birmingham. 

 

Thanks again for all your support and encouragement 

 

Helen Parker 

 

 Samaritans Purse - Shoe Box Appeal. 

 

I will be co-ordinating the shoe box appeal (just once more) this year so could you start collecting your 

shoe-boxes for filling. I have the posters and pamphlets ready and they will be available very soon. I also 

have a DVD of the work which Samaritans purse do so if anyone is interested they are welcome to borrow 

it, just let me know.   

 

The deadline will be towards the end of October for the return of the boxes and if anyone has any spare 

boxes could you either leave them in the choir vestry for me to collect or hand them to me. 

 

Let us to try to give as many children as we can a happy Christmas this year. 

 

Thank You 

Linda Adams 

 



 

 

We are proud to have had strong links with 
Wesley Methodist Church for many years 

 

 

Contact us for all your insurance needs 
Personal and Commercial 

 

Phone: 0121 553 4791 
Fax: 0121 500 5972 

Web Site: www.ault.co.uk 

E mail: enquiries@ault.co.uk  

Family News 

 

A new addition to the family 

We are very pleased to announce that Fay and Stef had a baby boy on Tuesday 23rd June, Matthew Joseph 

weighing 6 lbs 13 oz. 

Fay has been an officer in the Anchor Boy section of our Boys‟ Brigade Company for 13 years and is a very 

valuable member of staff. 

Both Stef and Fay are Albion supporters and so we guess the Albion have just gained another new supporter! 

We send Fay, Stef and Matthew our love and best wishes. 

 

Congratulations 

Congratulations to Ruth Collett who passed her Grade Two Flute exam on the 2nd July! 

 

Anniversary 

Congratulations to Deacon Sara and Husband Roger on their Silver Wedding Anniversary 

 

Moving House 

Aunty Dot is moving to a bungalow in Burntwood on the 31st July and has said that if you‟re in the area, 

please call in for coffee! Her new address is 55 Bracken Close, Burntwood, Staffordshire, WS7 9BD and 

telephone number is 01543 673 129. Our love and prayers go to Aunty Dot as she starts her new life and 

thank her for all her work over the years. 

 

Prayers 

Our prayers are with Jack Neale, Fred Wilkins and Phyllis Ault. 

 

Happy Birthday 

Birthday wishes to Rev. Phil who is 48 on August 28th, Murielle Knight (Aunty Dot‟s Sister) who celebrates her 

80th Birthday in August and Kathleen Smith who is 65 on the 18th August. 

 
 

Quotes 

Great hopes make great men." -- Thomas Fuller 

"True hope is swift, and flies with swallow's wings." -

- William Shakespeare 

"A comforting acquaintance, hope, a contagious 

thing like spring, inebriating like lager." -- Sylvia 

Ashton-Warner 

"Everything that is done in the world is done by 

hope." -- Martin Luther 

 

"You can't brag that you're humble... and be 

humble." -- Terry McEwen 

"Blessed is the man who, having nothing to say, 

abstains from giving us wordy evidence of the fact." 

-- George Eliot 
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Contact the Editor: - Email: - mattclive@advantagewm.co.uk  Tel: - 07773 280 876 
Address: - 36 The Broadway, West Bromwich, B71 2QQ 

 If you know of anybody who should receive a copy of Spotlight in the post please inform Ian Collett.  
 If anybody would like a copy emailed to them please inform the editor.  

Boys’ Brigade - 125 Sports 

 

You may well know from previous editions of Spotlight if from nowhere else, that the Boys‟ Brigade celebrated 

its 125th anniversary in October 2008 and we are therefore currently in our 125th session (1 Sept 08 to 31 Aug 

09). 

 

We are part of the Mid Staffs and Sandwell Battalion and the Battalion decided to change its annual athletics 

competition to be the „125 Sports‟ this year and so to be the Battalion‟s event to celebrate this auspicious 

anniversary. 

 

So on Saturday 27th June some 21 of us including boys from our Anchor Boys, Junior Section and Company 

Section with the necessary officers travelled to Tamworth Athletics Stadium for this event. Now thereby hangs 

a tail that I don‟t really want to dwell on, but suffice to say, the assembled party in three vehicles put their 

trust in me and were following me. Suddenly like a bolt out of the sky I realised that I was travelling north on 

the M6 when I really needed to be going south. Anyway we eventually managed to arrive at the sports 

stadium in time for the start and no worse for wear except for a few extra miles travelled, and lots of “mickey 

taking” to my cost.  Enough said! 

 

All of our boys from the 5th performed well, but we particularly mention Junior Section lads Wrennico Gaskin, 

who won both of his races and Jack Forrest-Sadler and Jordan Pritchard who won the three legged race. 

These results undoubtedly made a big contribution to our Junior Section coming in runners-up in the overall 

Junior Section event. 

 

Earlier in the year, the Battalion had held a competition to design a badge for the 125th anniversary and a 

total of 107 entries across the four age groups were received. Boys from the 5th won three of the four 

sections, those being Callum Taylor from Anchor Boys, Dominic Weathers from Company Section and Jake 

Henson from Senior Section. Dominic‟s design was then picked from the four winning entries and his design 

was used for a metal badge that was given out on the day of the sports to everyone who attended. 

 

Dominic‟s design is pictured below: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Ian P. Collett 

From a proud Granddad with Thanks 

Some years ago, we chose as a theme for Men‟s Weekend, the Elizabethan Era, (hey nony now and all that) 

and we had an 8 year old play a recorder, and we were all surprised at how she played.  On the 13th July 

2009, my family and I went to her graduation at St David‟s Hall, Cardiff where she received a first class 

honours degree in Music and English. Apart from being a proud granddad, it reminded me of the lovely 

evening we had in June which was organised by Helen and I would like to give her a big thank you for getting 

the young talent to perform. We had a recorder, euphonium, clarinet, flute, cornet and choir.  We need to 

encourage all our young people who are just starting our in music, so that one day they can achieve what 

they want to. Many thanks Helen, hope it won‟t be too long before another talent evening and thanks to 

SAFCO for the food. PS. The trombonist wasn‟t too bad either! 
Ken Dunn 

All members of the 5th West Bromwich Boys‟ Brigade 

Company who went to Camp this year to the Tanrallt 

Mountain Centre would like to thank everyone who 

bought or made us cakes! They were really nice and 

went down a treat!  

On the next two pages of Spotlight this month, you 

will find our Camp Newsletter where you can read 

about everything we did during our week away. 

 

Thanks again for your support. 
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8th Special Olympics Great Britain – National Summer Games – Leicester 2009 – 25th – 31st July 

 

The Special Olympics GB National Summer Games was held in Leicester between the 25th and 31st July 2009. 

Over 2,700 athletes representing 19 Special Olympics regions across the UK visited Leicester over the seven 

day period along with 1,200 coaches and 1,500 volunteers. The 2,700 athletes competed in a range of 

Olympic style sports competitions across the city. 

I took part in the swimming events on Wednesday and Thursday doing front crawl and back stroke and I won 

two gold medals! I am very proud of this achievement and its something I‟ll never forget. 

The opening ceremony was spectacular and the same with the closing ceremony on the Friday evening.  The 

opening ceremony was at the Walker Stadium on the 25th July with 21 sports events at 20 excellent venues.  

The closing ceremony was held at Abbey Park on the 31st July. 

I would like to thank everyone who supported me both with encouragement and financially. 

 

Many many thanks. 

Love Mandy 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

      

   

 A reflection on the letter from Phil regarding the Sabbath 

 

Applaud is appropriate for your words of wisdom concerning the Sabbath, for Christians we do need to bring 

some discipline into our lives, to allow God to dominate our thinking and our thoughts concerning his will for 

us. 

I‟m glad that the early Christians made Sunday (the day following the Jewish Sabbath) their day of worship in 

memory of Christ‟s resurrection.  The fact the Christ brought forgiveness to his people as he laid down his life 

on the cross, assures of his saving grace. Creative qualities are within each of us as we allow God to 

transform our inner beings.  In the Spring, Summer, Autumn or Winter of our days, Christ offers us newness 

of life as we align ourselves to his ways. 

The Sabbath gives time for reflection on the wondrous love of God, a continuous challenge of forwarding the 

movement of the kingdom, and the acknowledgment of God in the world as creator and redeemer. When 

Christian duty calls on the Sabbath let us affirm the qualities of Christ not only in our thought and word but 

also in acts of kindness according to the needs of others.  Let us remember the words of Jesus, „The Sabbath 

was made for man, (humankind) and not man for the Sabbath. This comment was made to the Pharisees 

when they queried the profanity of the Sabbath by the disciples plucking wheat from the cornfield and 

breaking the law as seen through their thinking. The need for food was not defiling the Sabbath merely 

satisfying their hunger. How much more do we need to satisfy our souls through Jesus who gave us the 

Sabbath as a day of reflection whereby we contemplate his purpose in the world? 

THIS IS THE DAY THAT THE LORD HAD MADE LET US REJOICE AND BE GLAD IN IT! 

   

Reflections by Jean (Local Preacher) 

And Molly (Worship Leader) 

 
Thank you, Phil for reminding us of the importance of the Sabbath. 

Food Bank 

 

The food bank is a store where food donated by the community is banked and can be drawn on by people in 

crisis.  It is a simple and unique concept designed to help individuals in crisis by providing free emergency 

food for three days (10 balanced meals), which is the period assessed as the minimum time it takes for the 

appropriate agencies to be in a position to assist. This period can be extended if necessary. Food is collected 

from supermarkets, churches and local groups and is „banked‟. Food is drawn after referrals from registered 

Care Professionals such as Social Services, Health Visitors, Probation Officers, and Church Pastoral Workers. 

Vouchers are exchanged for 3 days supply of tinned and dry food for their family.  

Suggested items are: Tins of soup, rice pudding, sponge pudding, baked beans, dry goods like pasta, rice, 

cereals, biscuits and drinks like instant coffee, tea bags and long life milk. Basically, check it has a long shelf 

life and it should be OK.  

 

If you are able to buy one item a week when you shop, this would provide considerable help to others in need 

and every little helps! 

 

The goods will regularly be taken to „The Food Bank‟ 

 



 

 

 

List of Church Contacts 

Stewards: -  

Beryl Price -  01922 635 891 Iris Reynolds - 0121 553 4506 Anita Warner – 0121 553 5135        

Eric Fieldhouse – 01922 620 704 Michael Vaughan – 01922 643 199   Delroy Henry 
 

Caretaker & Room Booking: - Evelyn Gough.  Tel:  - 0121 588 4111 
 

Minister of Wesley: - Rev. Philip Thomas   Manse Tel: - 0121 588 3373    Circuit Office Tel: - 0121 553 2085 

      Email: - philthomas82@hotmail.com  

 

Church Services are held every Sunday at 11:00 and 18:15 

Fun and Games! 

 

Answer to the June Su-Doku: -      

        Summery Colouring in! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

  

August Su-Doku: 
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